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Species at Risk Act 

o Passed by the House of Commons in June 2002 

o Purpose of the Act is to: 
Å To prevent wildlife from becoming extinct or extirpated in Canada 

Å To help the recovery of Extirpated, Endangered or Threatened species  

Å To manage Special Concern species to prevent them from becoming 
further at risk 

o Independent science based assessment process 

o Prohibitions against killing or harming species, 
residences, and critical habitat  

o Recovery and Management Planning 

o Stewardship 



Species at Risk Act 

o SARA contains prohibitions for endangered, 
threatened, and extirpated species that make it an 
offence to: 

Åkill, harm, harass, capture, or take an individual of a species 

Åpossess, collect, buy, sell or trade an individual of a species 

Ådamage or destroy the residence (e.g. nest or den) of an 
individual 

o Automatic prohibitions apply to: 

ÅAll SARA listed species on federal lands. 

ÅOn all lands, including crown and private: Aquatic species 
listed under SARA and migratory birds listed in the Migratory 
Birds Convention Act and under SARA 



Species at Risk Act 

o Critical habitat is the habitat necessary for the survival or 
recovery of a listed endangered, threatened or extirpated 
species 

ÅCritical habitat is identified in the recovery strategy or action 
plan for each listed species 

ÅAll SARA listed species receive critical habitat  protection on 
federal lands. 

ÅOn all lands, SARA requires the protection of critical habitat for 
aquatic species  

 

o There is currently draft/proposed critical habitat for 
many species that occur in the area 



Species at Risk Act 

o ! ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ά{ŀŦŜǘȅ-ƴŜǘέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƪŜŘ ƛŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ 
provincial legislation or voluntary measures are 
deemed to not effectively protect individual listed 
species, their residences and/or identified critical 
habitat, when found on provincial crown or private 
lands 

 

o More info on SARA: https:// www.registrelep-
sararegistry.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=en&n=24F7211B-1  
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Provincial Approach 

o Compile species information, assess status, map locations, make 
data available (Conservation Data Center): 
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eswp/  

 

o Provincial recovery strategies (including information on habitat 
needed for survival and recovery) = advice to decision-makers 

 

o Implement habitat protection through existing provincial tools and 
regulatory processes (often includes evaluation of socioeconomic 
implications) 

 

o Support stewardship efforts on private lands 

 

o See the Five Year Plan for Species at Risk in BC: 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-
ecosystems/species-ecosystems-at-risk/5-year-plan  
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Provincial Tools 

o Provincial Legislation: 
ÅWildlife Act   

ÅForest and Range Practices Act 

ÅPrivate Managed Forest Land Act 

ÅParks and Protected Areas Act 

ÅEnvironmental Assessment Act 

ÅLand Act 

ÅWater Sustainability Act 

ÅCommunity Charter and Local Government Act 

o Land Use Planning 

o Recovery Planning  

o Stewardship 

o Provincial Guidelines and Best Management Practices  



Provincial Tools - FRPA 

o Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) + associated 
regulations.  

ÅGoverns activities of forest and range licensees in B.C. 

ÅCƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
can make regulations for 
ÁSpecifically can make regulations to establish wildlife habitat areas, 

other designations, and general wildlife measures 

o Government Actions Regulation ς GAR 

ÅProvides direction for establishment of localized land 
designations that require special management for certain 
values (fish, wildlife, but also visual quality, recreation) 

ÅGAR is main tool to designate habitat for Species at Risk 



Provincial ς Federal Comparison 



Recovery Planning 

o Recovery strategies and management plans must be 
prepared within certain timelines under SARA 

 

o Recovery strategies and action plans must address 
threats and must identify critical habitat 

 

o BC leads or co-leads recovery planning for ~75% of 
SAR in BC 

 

o Federal agencies will adopt provincial recovery 
strategies 



Recovery Planning 

 

Recovery Team  
may be formed 

Recovery 
Strategy 

Recovery 
Action Plan 

(RAP) 

Recovery 
Implementation 
Groups (RIGs) 
may be formed 

Recovery Projects 
are implemented 

Species assessed as 

Extirpated, Endangered or 

Threatened 



Recovery Teams 

o Representatives from all jurisdictions with 
responsibility for the species 

 
o Species or issue experts, representatives from first 

nations, conservation and stakeholder groups 
 
o Members must have expertise in relevant areas (e.g. 

the species, threats, recovery plan design or 
implementation) and/or represent agencies with 
ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ 

 
o Members must be committed to recovery of the 

species in a timely fashion 



Map and Ecosystem Classification 



Map and Ecosystem Classification 

BEC Zones in Lillooet Area 
 
Å BEC Zones are areas of 

relatively uniform climate 
 
Å BEC is hierarchical 
 
Å BEC used often in wildlife 

habitat mapping and 
management ς use 
subzone and site series 
levels 
 


